
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Building Colour - Mike Jeffries Learning Pack  
 

The paintings in this exhibition were all produced by Mike Jeffries, the chair of Lighthouse’s board of 

trustees. Mike is a highly accomplished watercolour artist and has given more than 500 hours of his 

time to create new artworks for this exhibition at Lighthouse in the Main Gallery. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 

 

Mike Jeffries trained as an architect and honed his painting skills over many years, concentrating on 

architectural subjects and street scenes. Since moving from London to Poole nearly twenty years 

ago, he has branched out into other areas including marine painting and landscapes. Mike travels 

overseas a lot and usually paints scenes associated with his travels abroad as well as London and 

local subjects. His paintings are hanging in homes around the world, including Australia, North 

America and Europe as well as the UK. 

 

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION 

This exhibition was commissioned by Lighthouse as part of their 40th birthday celebrations. To 

support Lighthouse’s future artistic and learning work, Mike is generously donating 50% of any sales 

to Lighthouse and 50% to another charity, Diverse Abilities.  

There are over 90 paintings in this exhibition, sorted into various sections, inspired by different times 

in Mike’s life and his different passions.  

DORSET LANDSCAPES  

The rolling hills of Dorset have long been an ideal destination for watercolourists. It is unusual for 

Mike to focus on landscape and natural scenes, and as a result what is often foregrounded in these 

images are structures such as boats. This goes against the norm of painters depicting the Dorset 

landscape and Jurassic Coast, famous for its 95 miles of stunning coastline.  

TRAVELS  

Mike has travelled far and wide and these experiences often form inspirations for his paintings, 

something that is evident within this exhibition. Many of these paintings feature iconic European 

cities, captured through Mike’s eye for interesting architectural compositions. Avoiding the more 

traditional, sometimes overworked cityscapes, these paintings reimagine famous sites, grounding 

the viewer and placing them in the centre of the hustle and bustle of the city.  

DORSET TOWNSCAPES  

Moving to Dorset twenty years ago provided Mike with plenty of opportunity and inspiration to 

paint. A stark contrast to the metropolis of London, these small-town urban scenes are imbued with 

a sense of informality, inviting the viewer in. Despite this contrast, the paintings contain within them 

the same appreciation for form, line and perspective as can be found in the London studies.   

LONDON 

These paintings reflect an important stage in Mike’s life, as well as a major passion. Originally an 

architect by trade, Mike has a strong appreciation for line, form and structure. Featuring work from 



some of the most significant architects and architectural movements in history, the paintings 

accurately reflect the activity and energy of the city.  

Mike’s Inspiration 
 

Mike says of his work “I work in an impressionistic style, capturing the movement of light and the 

motion of people”.  In the sections below, we will explore his artistic influences and inspirations.  
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Mike cites watercolourist John Yardley as a major inspiration for his work.  

Yardley, born in Yorkshire in 1933, began painting in 1950 following his completion of National 

Service. He had his first solo show in 1980 and was elected to be a member of the Royal Institute of 

Painters in Watercolours in 1990.  

Yardley says of working “Like many, I still derive a childish satisfaction from putting paint on to 

paper, especially strong colour. My pleasure is all the greater when I can see a painting through to 

finish with first-time applications of colour- no tinkering, no overpainting and no swabbing out! I 

know I am not unusual in this, many artists seem to take pride in exuberantly painted work which to 

the non-painter looks relatively rough and ready!” 

In Yardley’s style, complex background detail is merely suggested but it is nevertheless there for all 

to see, depth and perspective are created by dramatic contrasts of light and shade, whilst 

understated but highly effective figures bring each scene to life.  

Can you see Yardley’s influence in Mike Jeffries paintings?  

Which?  

How? 
Think about the contrast of colours, light and shade, and perspective.  

John Yardley, The Waterfront Manzaelokk  John Yardley, Garden Scene 



Impressionism  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of Mike’s major stylistic influences is the Impressionist movement.  

Impressionism developed in France in the nineteenth century and is based on the practice of 

painting out of doors and spontaneously ‘on the spot’ rather than in a studio from sketches. Main 

impressionist subjects were landscapes and scenes of everyday life.  

Impressionism was developed by Claude Monet and other Paris-based artists from the early 1860s. 

At the time, Impressionism marked a huge break with tradition in European painting. Instead of 

painting in a studio, the impressionists found that they could capture the momentary and transient 

effects of sunlight by working quickly, in front of their subjects, in the open air. This resulted in a 

greater awareness of light and colour and the shifting pattern of the natural scene. Brushwork 

became rapid and broken into separate dabs in order to render the fleeting quality of light. The 

resulting paintings emphasised the artists perception of the subject matter, as much as the subject 

itself.  

Can you spot this influence in Mike’s paintings?  

Which?  

How?  

Think about the brush strokes, colours and subjects of the paintings.  

 

 

 

 

 

Claude Monet, Water Lilies 



Architecture  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Jeffries trained as an architect, and as a result may of his paintings focus on the form, structure 

and lines of the buildings around him. One huge influence for Mike has been the diverse and 

interesting architectural skyline of London. His paintings foreground buildings by famous architects 

such as Sir Christopher Wren, John Nash, Norman Foster and Charles Barry.  

Christopher Wren designed St Paul’s Cathedral, which you can see in painting number 67.  

John Nash designed Buckingham Palace (see no. 56). 

Norman Foster designed the Gherkin, 30 St Mary Axe (see no.73).  

Charles Barry designed the Houses of Parliament (see no.50).  

Terry Farrell designed Charing Cross Station (see no. 64).  

 

Below are some quotes from famous architects – how do these relate to Mike’s paintings? 

“Architecture is the learned game, correct and magnificent, of forms assembled in 

the light.” Le Corbusier  

- Mike’s paintings often focus on the importance of line and form. In which paintings can you 

see this? How?  

"Buildings for me represent opportunities of agency, transformation, and 

storytelling. They are not just artifacts." - David Adjaye 

What Mike’s paintings capture is activity, an energy of the city. They are anti-nature, with their 

straight lines, perspectives and structures of steel, glass and stone. What is interesting is his chosen 

art form of watercolour is traditionally associated with the capturing of natural beauty, of nature, 

and landscape. The juxtaposition of form and subject makes the works interesting, technically adept, 

and visually striking. The buildings Mike captures in the city are an interruption to nature and an 

intrusion on the skyline. However, they are reproduced with love and commitment to their 

configuration as if they were nature itself.  


